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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  City  of  Truro  during  1963* 

The  year  was  a  healthy  one.  We  had  the  usual  biennial  epidemic  of 
measles,  some  of  the  cases  of  which  were  quite  severe.  The  only  other 
diseases  notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  one  case  of  scarlet 
fever  and  one  of  Sonne  dysentery. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  concern  that  eight  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  first  notified  in  19&3*  ^  of  these  were  discovered  by 

the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  1962  but  final  diagnosis  was  delayed.  A 
fifth  was  discovered  by  a  routine  X-ray  while  the  patient  was  in  hospital 
for  a  condition  quite  unconnected  with  tuberculosis.  One  patient,  aged 
5k  years,  had  been  under  treatment  for  a  chest  condition  for  five  years 
but  was  not  notified  as  tuberculous  until  mid  1963*  Of  "the  2  others  one 
was  discovered  in  a  very  early  stage  of  the  disease.  All  are  at  present 
healed  or  so  far  on  the  road  to  being  healed  that  they  are  at  work.  The 
non-pulmonary  disease  dated  back  10  years  to  childhood  but  was  not  pre¬ 
viously  notified.  She  too  is  now  quite  well. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Marsh's  section  of  the  report  will  receive 
the  careful  attention  it  deserves.  He  and  Mr.  Chadderton  got  through  an 
enormous  amount  of  work  during  the  year.  Unfortunately  it  seems  they 
have  a  great  deal  more  to  do  in  this  and  coming  years. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  gratitude  to 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  consideration 
and  support  throughout  the  year  and  to  Mr.  Marsh  and  his  staff  for  their 
loyal  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 


V.  E.  WHITMAN 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
City  of  Truro. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  19 62) 


Area  of  City  (acres)..  . .  ••  2,63^ 

Population  (mid  1963)  ••  . .  ••  13*900 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  ••  4,446 

Rateable  value  ..  . . .  ..  ..  £5 82,237 

Product  of  penny  rate  . »  .  •  . .  £2,426 


Number  of  houses  built,  or  under  construction 

since  19^5*.  1,308 

Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses  421 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males  9k  (92)  Females  108  (116)  Total 

Registrar  General* s  "Area  Comparability  Factor"  1 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population  -  Truro  14 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population  -  England  and  Wales  18 
Illegitimate  live  births 

Males  3  (7)  Females  4  (5)  Total 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  ••  ••  ••  ••  . • 


Still  Births 

Males  4  (2)  Females  4  (2)  Total 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births  -Truro 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births  -  England  & 

Wales 


(13,620) 

(4,290) 

(£225,117) 

(870) 

(1,228) 

(4o8) 

202  (208 
.03  (0.99) 
.9  (15.2) 
.2  (18.0) 

7  (12) 

3.5  (5#8) 

8  (4) 

8.1  (18.8) 

7.3  (18.1) 
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Deaths 


Males  90  (77)  Females  105  (105)  Total 

Registrar  General’s  "Area  Comparability  Factor" 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  Truro 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  England  &  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Males  2  (2)  Females  2  (3)  Total 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  Truro 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  England 

&  Wales 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (i.e.  deaths  occurring  within  28  days 


195 

(182) 

0.9 

(0.9) 

12.6 

(12.3) 

12.2 

(11.9) 

4 

(5) 

19.8 

(24.0) 

20.9 

(21.4) 

of  birth) 

Males  0  (2)  Females  2  (1)  Total  2  (3) 

Maternal  Deaths .  , .  ••  •  •  Nil 


Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1930 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

1950 

14.5 

11.8 

42.6 

1951 

15.1 

12.3 

30.3 

1952 

14.7 

13.6 

51.8 

1953 

1403 

12.1 

42.3 

1954 

14.0 

9.0 

15.8 

1955 

12.9 

12.1 

28.4 

1956 

14.6 

12.5 

40.2 

1957 

12.9 

11.0 

17.0 

1958 

12.4 

11.3 

17.6 

1959 

11.9 

9.8 

24.5 

i960 

12.7 

11.0 

23.0 

1961 

13.4 

11.0 

22.0 

1962 

15.2 

12.3 

24.0 

1963 

14.9 

12.6 

19.8 
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DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M 

F 

Total 

Under  1 

2  (2) 

2  (3) 

4  (5) 

1-4 

years 

0  (0) 

1  (0) 

1  (0) 

5  -  14 

years 

1  (0) 

0  (0) 

1  (0) 

15  -  24 

years 

1  (1) 

0  (0) 

1  (1) 

25  -  44 

years 

3  (3) 

5  (2) 

8  (5) 

45-64 

years 

21  (21) 

12  (23) 

33  (44) 

65  -  74 

years 

26  (21) 

26  (22) 

52  (43) 

75  + 

36  (29) 

59  (55) 

95  (84) 

90  (77) 

105  (105) 

195  (182) 

75  M  (69*8%)  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age# 
ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I960 

1961 

1262 

196; 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  *«  •» 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm lung 

bronchus 

2 

6 

7 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  #• 

2 

0 

5 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  •• 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

20 

14 

15 

10 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  •• 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Diabetes  . .  .. 

2 

1 

0 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

26 

25 

30 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina  •• 

18 

27 

35 

42 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Other  heart  disease  ••  •• 

33 

30 

35 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease  •• 

2 

4 

5 

6 

4 


i960 

1961 

1962 

1262 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

10 

10 

Bronchitis 

2 

5 

6 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Gastritis, 

enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . •  . • 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . .  • . 

0 

3 

2 

1 

Pregnancy, 

childbirth,  abortion  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations  ..  . • 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  •  • 

18 

22 

8 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  •• 

1 

1 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents  . 

2 

6 

7 

5 

Suicide  •• 

0 

2 

1 

4 

151 

164 

182 

195 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

.  196; 

Population  T .  T,. 

nid  19^3  Llve  Blrths 

Still 

Births 

Deaths  with- 

in  7  days 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Falmouth 

17,410  265 

9 

1 

36.5 

Penryn 

4,830  84 

5 

1 

67.4 

Truro  City 

13,900  202 

8 

1 

42.9 

Truro  Rural 

27,540  435 

11 

5 

35.9 

63,680  986 

33 

8 

40.2 

Cornwall:  Perinatal  Mortality  1963 

32.2 

West  Cornwall  Clinical  Area 

34.7 

East  Cornwall  Clinical  Area 

21.9 

England  and  Wales:  Perinatal  Mortality  1963  29*3 
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The  high  perinatal  mortality  rate  in  Truro  is  accounted  for  almost  entirely 
by  the  8  stillbirths.  2  of  these  occurred  in  the  city  while  six  were  hospital 
deliveries.  One  of  the  home  deliveries  was  congenitally  deformed,  the  cause  of 
the  other  death  was  unknown  but  was  probably  post  maturity  and  lack  of  oxygen. 
Two  of  the  still  births  in  hospital  were  macerated  twins,  one  was  due  to 
rhesus  incompatability,  one  to  toxaemia  and  2  to  obstructed  labour.  It  seems 
then  that  3  of  the  stillbirths  were  unavoidable  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  but  that  had  action  been  taken  in  time  some  at  least  of  the  others 
might  have  been  saved. 

Of  the  4  infant  deaths,  2  were  due  to  congenital  defects,  one  to  pre¬ 
maturity  and  one  to  an  acute  infection  of  the  lungs  by  staphylococci. 

The  death  in  the  next  age  group  followed  an  operation  for  a  congenital 
cardiac  condition. 

Among  the  8  deaths  in  the  25-44  age  group  two  were  due  to  suicide,  two 
to  malignant  growths,  one  to  a  motor  accident,  one  to  disseminated  sclerosis, 
one  to  hypertension  and  one  to  the  effects  of  rheumatic  fever  in  early  life. 

In  the  45-64  age  groups  coronary  disease  was  the  cause  of  8  deaths  - 
all  males,  lung  cancer  caused  3  maxe  and  1  female  death,  leukaemia  2 
male  deaths  and  other  malignant  conditions  3  male  and  3  female  deaths. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 


1. Clinics 


Child  Welfare  -  Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  averaged  53 

per  session.  The  average  for  1962  was  43. 


Dental 

Expectant  and 

MMrik.'  .turn.  mm 

Nursing  Mothers 

Pre-School 

Children 

School 

Children 

Inspected 

48  v23) 

83 

(64) 

4052  (2680) 

Offered  treatment  48  (23) 

63 

(45) 

2469  (2429) 

Persons  treated 

51  (28) 

60 

(41) 

1251  (  946) 

Attendances 

239  (1T1) 

136 

(65) 

4341  (3314) 

2. Ambulance  Service 

Owing  to  reorganisation  and  regrouping  of  ambulances  separate 
figures  of  work  done  by  the  ambulances  in  Truro  arc  act  available- 
It  is  quite  definite  however  that  all  calls  made  upon  the  service 
have  received  prompt  and  efficient  attention. 
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3*  Home  Help  Services 


The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  was  8  (8),  Help  was  given  in 
their  own  homes  to  28  (19)  maternity  and  39  (58)  other  cases  during 
the  year* 

4#  After-Care  Grants 

No  free  grants  of  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  tubercular 
patients  during  the  year. 

5*  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Truro  Public  Health  Laboratory  examined  and  reported  on  11 
samples  of  ice  cream  and  112  samples  of  water  during  the  year* 

6.  Water  Supply 

The  Truro  Water  Company  provided  an  ample  supply  of  wholesome 
water  to  the  City  throughout  the  year.  Samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  frequent  intervals,  and  all  proved 
satisfactory. 


HOME  NURSING,  MIDWIFERY  AND  HEALTH  VISITING 


1963 

1962 

1961 

1^60 

1939 

General  cases  nursed 

273 

267 

335 

328 

358 

General  nursing  visits 

11124 

10779 

12452 

9841 

11015 

Midwifery  cases 

146 

133 

133 

123 

112 

Midwifery  visits 

2097 

2813 

1675 

2257 

2009 

Ante  Natal  visits 

1333 

14  77 

1361 

1273 

1452 

Health  visits  to  children 
under  5  years  of  age 

3469 

3739 

3413 

4263 

4074 

Health  visits  to  elderly 
people 

582 

331 

626 

576 

Not  previously 

recorded. 


Social  Visits  642 

Miss  E.  J*  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer  reports: 

It  is  very  disappointing  to  learn  that  the  perinatal  mortality  rate 
in  Truro  is  once  again  higher  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  In 
fact  it  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  West  Cornwall  clinical  area  as  a 
whole  which  in  its  turn  is  considerably  higher  than  in  the  East  Cornwall 
clinical  area* 
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Every  expectant  mother  can  help  to  improve  this  sad  state  of 
affairs  by  starting  regular  ante  natal  care  before  she  is  12  weeks 
pregnant.  Regular  tests  to  estimate  the  amount  of  iron  in  the  blood, 
regular  weighing  and  wise  eating  will  do  much  to  prevent  expectant 
mothers  developing  the  conditions  which  often  cause  still  births  and 
infant  deaths. 

In  1963  89  expectant  mothers  attended  the  weekly  Ante-natal  Rela¬ 
xation  Classes  held  by  the  District  Midwives. 

Children  can  still  suffer  from  and  can  still  die  from  poliomyelitis, 
diptheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  On  31st  December  1963  in  this 
City  there  were  153  children  under  5  years  of  age  who  were  not  protected, 
despite  the  fact  that  protection  is  free. 

Truro ‘City  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  continues  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  Meals  on  Wheels  service  and  the  Chiropody  service.  Both 
give  invaluable  help  to  many  elderly  citizens.  Good  food  and  well  cared 
for  feet  do  much  to  prevent  ill  health. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Affe  Group 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Dysentery 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  - 

1 

«• 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1  - 

2 

- 

- 

25 

25 

- 

- 

3  - 

4 

- 

1 

38 

32 

- 

5  - 

9 

- 

- 

44 

4l 

- 

- 

10  - 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  + 

- 

5 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

114 

104 

- 

1 

Total 

2 

218 

2 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

11  111*  -ir.--— tTm  w  ,11mm -mam.  on  nT'iTin  n  —  m1  ■  i» 

By  the  end  of  1963  6,445  (5»221)  persons  had  received  at  least  2 
doses  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  and  of  these  4,526  (3,302)  have  had  three 
doses.  Details  are  as  follows: 

Salk 


Children 

under  16 

patent  others 
Mothers  ~ 

Total 

2  doses 

826 

389 

144 

560 

1919 

3  doses 

2133 

371 

69 

398 

2971 

8 


Children 

under  16 

16-25 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Others 

Total 

Sabin 

1202 

93 

- 

260 

1355 

Diphtheria 

- 

There  was  no 

case  of  the 

disease 

during  the 

year.  173  O63)  children 

under  5  years,  and  9  Xl9)  between  the  ages  of  5  years  and  14  years,  were 
given  primary  immunising  doses.  Of  these  182  (182)  received  the  triple 
antigen  which  also  affords  protection  against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 
62  (53)  children  already  immunised  were  given  booster  doses. 

It  was  estimated  that  on  the  3/'st  December,  1963  there  were  729  (829) 
children  in  Truro  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  Of  these  576 
(659)  or  79*0#  (79*5%)  had  been  protected  against  diphtheria  by  immuni¬ 
sation. 


Smallpox 

There  were  no  smallpox  cases  in  Truro  in  1963*  31  (66l)  children  and 
10  (326)  persons  over  15  years  of  age  were  vaccinated,  and  18  (530) 
re-vaccinations  were  done.  The  precipitate  reduction  in  the  number  of 
children  vaccinated  illustrates  only  too  clearly  that  freedom  from  disease 
brings  complacency  whereas  the  mere  threat  of  infection  causes  a  stampede. 
Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  now  recommended  in  the  second  year  of  life 
when  as  often  as  not  there  is  another  infant  in  the  family  or  on  the  way. 
My  personal  opinion,  for  what  it  is  worth,  is  that  if  the  child  is  to  be 
vaccinated  it  should  be  done  between  6  and  10  weeks  old. 

Tuberculosis 


Age  group  years 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under 

5 

- 

- 

5  — 

14 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

24 

2 

- 

1 

25  - 

44 

- 

4 

- 

45  - 

64 

2 

- 

- 

65  + 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

1 

'T’otal  8 


1 
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One  death  was  attributed  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  by  the  Registrar 
General,  The  death  certificate  however  stated  death  was  due  to  a  ruptured 
aneurysm,  adding  almost  as  an  after  thought  that  the  man  had  "Healed 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs". 

The  number  of  tubercular  patients  on  the  register  at  the  31st 
December,  1963  was  iG3  (98)  respiratory  and  15  (14)  non-respiratory  making 
a  total  of  120  (112)  cases.  This  gives  an  incidence  of  8.5  (8.2)  known 
cases  per  IjOOO  of  population. 

By  the  end  of  1963  the  number  of  children  who  had  been  vaccinated 
against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G,  had  risen  to  3,648  (3,304).  Of  these 
506  (482)  were  contacts  of  known  cases  of  the  disease  and  3,142  (2,822) 
were  school  leavers,  the  parents  of  whom  had  accepted  the  offer  of  this 
protective  procedure. 

Mass  Radiography  Survey 

A  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a  survey  in  Truro  from  25th  March 
to  23rd  April.  In  addition  to  the  usual  high  pressure  publicity  it  was 
decided  to  station  the  machine  at  a  number  of  sites  in  the  City.  Despite 
this  the  numbers  presenting  themselves  for  examination  were  disappointingly 
low  o 


Previous  Survey 


195,5 

1959 

1963 

Number  examined 

5,186 

5,332 

3,822 

Males 

2,255 

2,363 

1,741 

Females 

2,931 

2,969 

2, 081 

In  the  survey  4  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  discovered 
whereas  only  5  were  found  ~'n  1959*  It  is  therefore  very  evident  that  such 
surveys  are  of  value  and  tnat  neglect  to  make  use  of  them  may  lead  to  a 
great  deal  of  disease  and  suffering  which  might  have  been  prevented. 

The  Unit  paid  a  second  visit  to  Truro  in  November  chiefly  for  the 
examination  of  school  children.  During  that  period  48l  school  children 
and  346  older  persons  including  12  school  staff  were  examined. 
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CITY  OF  TRURO 


CITY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  1965 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  1963.  It  was  a  year  of  consolidation 
and  preparation  to  make  further  moves  forward  in  1964.  Work  to  secure 
better  living  conditions  continues  and,  whilst  in  the  past  eight  years 
over  8%  of  the  houses  in  the  City  have  been  declared  unfit  and  dealt  with 
by  demolition  or  closure,  it  is  inevitable  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
ask  the  City  Council  to  continue  with  a  third  five  year  clearance  plan 
after  1965.  The  Government's  proposal  to  give  powers  at  last  in  a  limited 
way  to  local  authorities  to  secure  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the  addition 
of  the  five  standard  amenities  is  welcomed. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  made  every  endeavour  during  the  year  to 
speed  the  preparations  for  the  remedying  of  many  of  the  serious  defects  in 
the  existing  sewerage  system  and  the  end  of  1964  should  leave  only  the 
major  problems  of  the  sewering  of  Malpas  village  and  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  for  a  new  sewage  disposal  works  to  deal  with  the  Highertown 
area.  The  Committee  are  aware  that  delay  in  dealing  with  the  latter  problem 
may  bring  a  return  of  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the  nineteen  twenties 
when  the  River  Kenwyn  was  virtually  an  open  sewer. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  was  very  Small  during  the 
year  -  less  than  one  per  premise.  Food  shops  in  the  City  are  contin¬ 
ually  being  improved  but  this  improvement  of  buildings  cannot  be  effective 
unless  staffs  are  adequately  trained  in  food  hygiene  and  understand  prop¬ 
erly  their  responsibilities  to  the  public  in  this  matter.  Regular  inspections 
by  public  health  inspectors  serve  to  remind  staffs  of  these  responsibilities. 

The  transfer  of  control  to  your  Inspector  of  labour  and  vehicles  for  all 
public  cleansing  services  was  agreed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  an  establishment 
of  outdoor  staff  and  vehicles  was  fixed. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  of  all  the  help  given  to  the  Department 
by  alderman  Williams  who  stepped  down  from  Chairman  to  Vice  Chairman  after  ten 
years  service  and  the  encouragement  received  from  Councillor  Christophers  who 
moved  to  Chairman  after  nine  years  as  Vice  Chairman.  The  continued  interest 
and  support  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  valued  co-operation  and 
friendly  advice  received  from  Dr.  Whitman  was  greatly  appreciated.  I  desire 
to  acknowledge  the  readily  given  assistance  of  my  own  staff. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
F.  MARSH 

City  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSING 


(1)  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

At  the  close  of  the  eighth  year  of  the  City  Council's  programme 
of  dealing  with  unfit  houses  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  three 
houses  had  been  dealt  with. 


Progress  Report  1st  April  1956  -  31st  December. 1963* 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  .  ••  ••  170 

Houses  purchased  by  agreement  or  already  Corporate  property  • • •  130 

Houses  still  under  negotiation  to  purchase  . 

Houses  demolished  .  ••  112 

Houses  awaiting  demolition  ...  ..  ••  ••  58 

Families  rehoused  . . .  . .  98 

Families  awaiting  rehousing  .  35 

Houses  from  which  rehousing  not  necessary .  ••  ••  37 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  . .  ••  ••  193 

Families  rehoused  .  . . .  ..  147 

Families  awaiting  rehousing  . .  11 

Houses  from  which  rehousing  not  necessary . ..  •»  35 

Houses  purchased  by  agreement  or  already  Corporate  property  ••  47 

Houses  demolished  ..  ..  . .  .  84 

Closing  Orders  changed  to  Demolition  Orders  .  19 


During  the  year  the  Minister  confirmed  three  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  without  modification.  The  Orders  covered  forty  five  premises, 
thirty  four  of  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Two  of  the  Orders 
were  unopposed  and  the  third  was  subject  to  a  Public  Enquiry  held  in  May 
when  there  was  one  objector. 

In  July  the  Public  Health  Committee  agreed  to  combine  the  1963  and 
1964  clearance  programmes  and  inspections  of  thirty  eight  premises  in  one 
area  began  in  November.  Thirty  unfit  houses  were  included  in  a  clearance 
area  and  the  Redevelopment  Committee  recommended  that  a  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  be  made  for  all  thirty  eight  houses  so  as  to  secure  an 
area  suitable  for  the  building  of  more  Old  People's  Dwellings*  As  is 
normal  house  owners  in  the  area  were  kept  informed  of  the  City  Council's 
intentions  and  it  was  anticipated  that  informal  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  most  of  the  houses  would  be  in  hand  by  the  time  the  compulsory 
purchase  order  was  made  in  1964. 
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In  addition  five  hous ,s  were  dealt  with  by  Individual  Unfit  House 
action.  Five  houses  which  had  been  subject  to  Closing  Orders  previously 
were  brought  back  into  use  as  fit  and  improved  houses. 

As  mentioned  in  the  foreword  to  this  report  it  would  appear 
inevitable  that  it  wall  be  necessary  to  recommend  a  third  five  year 
clearance  programme  from  1966  onwards.  Whilst  the  City  has  no  slums 
in  the  same  sense  as  the  large  conurbations  it  has  an  immense  problem  of 
worn  out  houses  which  are  incapable  of  improvement.  With  the  start  in 
1964  of  compulsory  powers  to  enforce  the  five  standard  amenities  in  the 
case  of  certain  houses  it  will  become  increasingly  apparent  that  many 
houses  will  not  be  capable  of  being  improved  at  an  economic  cost.  For 
these  houses  there  is  no  alternative  to  clearance. 

( 2 )  Reconditioning  and  Improvement  of  Houses 

The  Council *s  policy  of  persuading  owners  to  recondition  and  further 
improve  their  houses  continued  during  the  year.  The  following  figures  were 
provided  by  the  City  Surveyor  who  deals  with  the  mechanics  of  Improvement 
Grants. 

Number  of  houses  improved  with  the  five  standard  amenities  1962  -  19 

1963  -  49 

Number  of  houses  with  grant  work  in  hand  at  end  of  1963  -  10 

Fourteen  houses  were  completely  reconditioned  and  improved  and 
saved  from  ultimate  clearance.  Seven  hundred  and  ten  improvements  were 
effected  to  dwellinghouses  during  the  year  after  action  by  your  Inspectors. 
Details  of  these  are  listed  on  page  26  . 

A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  inspecting  123  prewar  Council  houses 
on  three  estates  and  preparing  a  report  for  submission  to  the  Housing 
Committee  on  the  lack  of  modern  facilities.  The  problem  is  so  large 
and  costly  that  it  will  have  to  be  phased  over  a  period  of  several  years. 

After  consideration  of  a  report  on  a  survey  of  over  fourteen  hundred 
private  houses  which  recorded  the  lack  of  facilities  the  Public  Health 
Committee  decided,  in  the  absence  of  compulsory  powers,  to  address  a 
personal  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  five  hundred  house 
owners  giving  them  details  of  the  Improvement  Grant  scheme  and  inviting 
them  to  take  up  these  grants.  The  response  to  this  and  other  publicity  is 
reflected  in  the  150%  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  improved  with 
grants  during  the  year  but  overall  the  response  was  poor. 
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In  September  an  exhibit  with  the  theme  Operation  Rescue  giving 
practical  details  of  house  improvements  was  set  up  by  the  Department  in  a 
Modern  Homes  Exhibition  held  in  the  City  Hall.  It  is  imperative  to  nan 
such  a  stand  with  a  person  qualified  to  answer  the  public's  questions  and  in 
a  small  department  it  is  difficult  to  drop  other  essential  work  for  a  week 
or  ten  days. 

I  would  repeat  my  notes  of  last  year  regarding  redevelopment  and  road 
widening  schemes,  "It  is  essential  that  authorities,  whether  at  local  or 
county  level,  make  decisions  on  and  proceed  quickly  with  these  schemes  so 
that  families  living  in  obsolescent  houses  can  be  given  better  living  con¬ 
ditions  as  soon  as  possible." 


CENSUS  1961 

(Permanent  Dwellings  Only) 


Total 

Number 

Percentage  without 

Percentage  with 
all  4  amenities 

Cold 

Hot 

Fixed 

Water 

Water 

Water 

Bath 

Closet 

Tap 

Tap 

Cornwall 

108,324 

9.15 

31.19 

32.27 

16.52 

61.70 

/J.1  Rural 

Areas 

47,712 

15.91 

37.11 

37.89 

26.92 

56.17 

All  Urban 
Areas 

60,612 

3.86 

26.49 

26.58 

8.31 

66.04 

Falmouth  M.B, 

5,024 

0.84 

14.71 

15.09 

1.91 

80.00 

Penryn  M.B. 

1,386 

6.37 

30.12 

29.83 

8.25 

64.36 

Truro  M.B. 

4,225 

1.76 

18.13 

21.78 

5.02 

72.90 

Truro  R.D. 

0 

K\ 

O 

«■» 

18.94 

34.46 

35.50 

29.84 

59.84 

(3)  Rehousing 

Fifty  four  Council  houses  and  eighty  six  houses  built  by  private 
enterprise  were  completed  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1963  thirty  nine- 
Council  houses  and  eighty  one  private  houses  were  under  construction. 
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Of  the  sixty  seven  units  of  Council  accommodation  planned  for  1963 
only  the  thirty  eight  Old  People's  Dwellings  and  a  Warden's  bungalow 
at  Trelander  Allotments  and  twelve  one  bedroom  flats  at  Malpas  Estate 
were  started  during  the  year.  The  building  of  the  eighteen  houses  and 
bungalows  at  Treliske  will  not  start  until  well  into  1964.  Constant 
delays  in  obtaining  approvals  and  permissions,  bad  weather  and  lack 
of  sites  means  that  eighteen  months  to  two  years  elapse  between  planning 
a  programme  and  completion.  Land  acquisition  is  a  protracted  business 
and  only  by  prevailing  on  the  County  Planning  Department  to  allow 
further  land  at  Malabar  to  be  used  was  it  possible  to  plan  the  1964 
building  programme.  A  land  bank  for  Council  building  for  the  future 
must  be  created.  It  is  necessary  to  be  able  to  plan  at  least  five  years 
ahead.  The  economy  of  the  City  and  the  health  of  its  inhabitants  as 
seen  from  the  aspects  of  redevelopment,  road  widening  and  slum  clearance 
depends  in  the  long  run  on  one  thing  only  -  the  provision  of  dwellings 
in  which  displaced  families  can  be  placed. 

The  Council  continues  its  policy  of  building  for  old  people  and 
by  the  end  of  1964  will  have  one  hundred  and  seventy  two  old  people's 
dwellings. 

Acceptance  of  applications  for  accommodation  is  still  restricted 
but  the  number  of  general  needs  applicants  rose  to  421.  In  addition 
31  families  from  the  Pydar  Street  Redevelopment  Area,  10  families 
from  the  Tregolls  Road  Widening  scheme  and  fifty  nine  families  in 
slum  clearance  areas  were  awaiting  rehousing. 

(4)  Welfare  Services  to  Old  People's  Accommodation 

The  day  to  day  administration  of  these  services  is  done  by  your 
City  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  also  the  Council's  Housing  Officer. 
From  a  start  in  iipril  1961  with  three  Wardens  looking  after  fifty  seven 
dwellings  the  numbers  grew  to  nine  Wardens  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
four  dwellings  by  the  end  of  1963.  The  additional  three  Wardens 
appointed  during  the  year  look  after  groups  of  six,  twelve  and  sixteen 
dwellings  and  all  live  within  the  groups  for  which  they  are  responsible. 
The  Welfare  Services  cover  Wardens,  telephones  and  push  bell  systems, 
garden  maintenance,  window  cleaning,  laundry  and  meals  where  necessary, 
internal  decoration  and  chiropody.  A  handyman  is  employed  to  look 
after  the  gardens.  Seventy  treatments  were  given  under  the  chiropody 
service.  There  was  an  expenditure  of  approximately  £2,073  during  the 
year  1963/4  and  an  estimate  of  £2,755  for  the  year  1964/5. 
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PUBLIC  CLEaNSING 


Since  1956  your  Inspector  has  been  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  most  of  the  public  cleansing  services  but  obtained  labour  and  vehicles 
from  the  City  Surveyor's  pool.  As  these  services  had  to  be  carried  on 
irrespective  of  holidays,  sickness  and  vehicle  breakdowns  it  was  the 
Surveyor's  services  which  suffered  when  labour  or  vehicles  were  in  short 
supply.  At  the  end  of  1963  the  City  Council  transferred  control  of  public 
cleansing  labour  and  wehciles  to  your  Inspector  and  fixed  an  establishment 
of  outdoor  staff  and  vehicles  for  the  services.  Gully  emptying  and  street 
weeding  were  also  transferred  thus  bringing  all  the  services  under  one 
control. 

(1)  Refuse  Collection 

Collections  are  made  weekly  from  4,446  dwellinghouses  and  from  daily 
to  weekly  at  nearly  500  trade  premises.  A  kerb  side  collection  is  in 
operation  with  two  full  time  vehicles  and  crews  of  three  collectors  and  a 
driver  supplemented  by  a  third  part  time  vehicle  three  days  a  week. 

The  Council  ordered  a  new  20  cu.yd.  Pakamatic  refuse  vehicle  for  delivery 
in  December,  1964,  This  will  replace  the  fourth  reserve  vehicle  which  is 
fourteen  years  old.  The  third  vehicle,  now  thirteen  years  old  will  then  be 
placed  in  reserve.  All  the  vehicles  were  regularly  serviced  under  a  contract 
made  during  the  year. 

The  new  trade  refuse  agreements  between  traders  and  the  Council  worked 
well  for  the  second  year  and  ended  most  of  the  arguments  about  arbitrary 
assessments, 

(2)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  Council  operates  a  controlled  refuse  tip  at  Newham  on  the 
edge  of  Calenick  Creek  where  low  lying  ground  is  being  raised  to  the 
height  of  the  adjoining  sewage  disposal  works  land.  Refuse  is  dealt 
with  by  a  Fordson  tractor  fitted  with  a  bulldozer  blade  and  a  rear 
loader  bucket.  Extensive  fires  occurred  at  intervals  throughout  the 
year.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  children  and  totters  out  of  the  tip. 

When  gates  and  fences  stop  normal  entry  they  come  by  boat  from  the 
river  to  pull  out  odds  and  ends  or  merely  to  smash  bottles.  In  June 
the  tipman  collapsed  and  died  by  his  machine.  A  third  sewage  sludge 
lagoon  was  almost  completed.  The  tipping  area  is  now  being  used  up  very 
rapidly  and  the  possibility  of  extending  the  tip  over  the  mud  into  the 
creek  will  have  to  be  seriously  examined  soon.  The  Council  gives  free 
tipping  to  traders  and  contractors  and  as  the  rate  of  redevelopment  in 
the  City  increases  the  need  to  find  additional  tipping  areas  will  increase. 
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(3)  Street  Cleansing; 


Hie  service  is  based  on  seven  street  orderly  beats  with  an 
eighth  man  to  help  cover  sickness  and  holidays,  and  clear  weeds  from 
streets.  The  service  was  completely  reorganised  during  the  year.  The 
length  of  beat  was  based  on  an  average  distance  swept  per  hour  by  seven 
orderlies  working  under  different  conditions.  Orderlies  were  allowed 
travelling  time  home  before  lunch  and  had  to  be  back  on  the  beat  at 
starting  time  after  lunch  instead  of  the  old  system  of  reporting  to  the 
Depot  before  and  after  lunch.  Men  were  switched  to  beats  nearest  their 
home  wherever  possible.  A  subdepot  was  created  at  Malabar  Estate  and 
facilities  to  wash  and  have  a  meal  were  provided  for  the  orderly.  The 
planning  of  the  reorganisation,  which  included  the  measuring  of  every 
road  swept,  was  extensive  but  when  it  was  put  into  operation  the  new 
plan  worked  smoothly.  More  orderly  trucks  were  converted  for  use  with 
paper  sacks.  Whilst  this  lightened  to  some  extent,  the  orderlies  work, 
it  increased  the  problem  of  storage  of  filled  sacks  in  built  up  parts  of 
the  City. 

(4)  Cesspool  and  Street  Gully  Cleansing 

Six  hundred  and  fifty  nine  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year. 
The  machine  was  hired  out  for  620  hours  and  spent  238  hours  on  gully 
emptying.  It  was  not  used  for  weed  killing  during  the  year.  The  amount 
of  mechanical  gully  emptying  increased  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
hand  emptying. 

(5)  Public  Conveniences 


There  are  eight  ladies,  eight  mens  conveniences,  one  each  for  boys 
and  girls  and  two  urinals  in  the  City  area.  They  are  cleansed  by  four 
full-time  and  five  part-time  attendants.  The  pollution  of  the  river  from 
Worths  Quay  conveniences  during  the  summer  months  still  continues,  but  road 
widening  within  the  next  few  years  will  remedy  this.  During  the  year  the 
Public  Health  Committee  asked  the  Redevelopment  Committee  to  consider 
the  provision  of  a  public  convenience  in  the  Pydar  Street  area  when  this  was 
redeveloped. 


Vermin  Infestation  Control 


(1)  Rodents 

During  the  year  521  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operative  to  252 
properties  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and  mice.  In  addition  113  inspections 
were  made  by  your  Inspectors  at  infested  premises.  The  refuse  tip  at  Newham 
was  treated  frequently. 
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The  work  of  the  part  time  rodent  operative  was  supplemented  during 
the  winter  months  by  the  use  of  the  Welfare  handyman  who  was  able  to  carry 
out  some  of  the  bigger  jobs  such  as  treatment  of  hedges,  the  tip,  river 
banks  and  allotments. 

Rodent  and  pest  control  continued  at  the  premises  of  the  Hospital 
Board  in  the  City  area  and  nine  treatments  were  given*  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  new  kitchen  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  remained 
free  of  ant  and  cockroach  infestations. 

(2)  Insect  Pests 


Twelve  flea,  fly,  ant  and  cockroach  infestations  were  treated  and 
assistance  was  given  in  the  destruction  of  sixteen  wasps  nests. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

One  hundred  and  eighty  inspections  of  drainage  systems  were  made. 

Work  in  hand  on  the  sewerage  system  included  the  following 

Construction  of  a  new  foul  sewer  in  High  Cross,  St.  Mary's 
Street  and  Quay  Street  and  the  use  of  the  existing  sewer  for 
surfaoe  water.  The  elimination  of  surface  water  and 
infiltration  from  the  foul  sewer  will  enable  this  system  to 
be  reconnected  to  the  existing  sewerage  system. 

Sealing  subsoil  leaks  on  main  outfall.  This  work  should  not 
only  reduce  pumping  costs  but  will  permit  the  conveyance  of 
more  foul  sewage  to  the  works. 

Renewal  of  leaking  sewer  near  Lemon  Bridge. 

Provision  of  new  foul  sewer  in  St.  Clements  Hill  and  use  of 
existing  sewer  for  surface  water. 

Provision  of  a  surface  water  sewer  in  Castle  Street  and 
Edward  Street. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  work  was  in  the  early  planning 

stage 

With  Consulting  Engineers 

Sewering  of  Malpas  Village. 

Repairs  to  storm  water  overflows. 

Investigation  into  Highertown  sewerage  problem  including  the 
new  hospital. 

With  City  Surveyor 

Connection  of  Fairmantle  Street  sewer  to  main  system. 

Provision  of  a  surface  water  sewer  in  Mitchell  Hill. 
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The  renewal  of  the  sewer  at  the  rear  of  Francis  Street  and  possible 
replacement  of  pumps  at  N'  wham  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  still  in  abeyanoe. 

I  would  repeat  my  remarks  of  last  year  regarding  regular  sewer 
cleansing.  "Only  by  regularly  removing  silt  from  sewers  in  the  City 
centre  can  river  pollution  caused  by  storm  water  overflows  coming  into 
operation  too  soon  be  prevented." 


FACTORIES 


Forty  three  inspections  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  factories 
included  in  the  register  were  made.  Thirty  defects  were  found  and 
remedied. 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 


No.  on  Number  of 
Register  Inspections 


Number  of 

Written 

Notices 


Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 


1 (Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3i4,  & 

6  are  to  be  en-  15 

forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2oFactories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is  96 

enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

3o0ther  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  9 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
worker's  premises) o 


3 


29  2 


11 


TOTAL  120  43  2 
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2.  GASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 


Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

K,tor. 

tor. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.1) 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temp- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

erature  (S.3) 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventil- 

ation  (S.4) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S«6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

defective 

11 

11 

- 

2 

mm 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(Not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

17 

17 

TOTAL 

30 

30 

4 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies 


(1)  Milk 

Ten  distributors  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  sixteen  distributors 
of  pasteurised  milk  operate  in  the  City  area.  Three  dairies  are  registered. 
Only  seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  with  the  following 
results 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Void  Tests 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  5  -  2 

The  arrangement  whereby  the  Cornwall  County  Council  Public  Health 
Department  sample  extensively  in  the  City  area,  pursuant  of  the  power 
of  granting  licences,  continued.  Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Council  are  as  follows 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  24  2 

Pasteurised  Milk  4l  2 

Total  69 


(2)  Ice  Cream 


Sixty  one  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
one  premise  using  a  soft  ice  cream  machine  is  registered  as  a  manufactory. 
Forty  nine  samples  were  taken  and  graded  as  follows 

Grade  1-4?  Grade  II  -  2 

(3)  Other  Foods 


One  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  five  certificates  were  issued 
for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  8. 575  lbs-  of  unsound  food. 

(4)  Storage.  Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Food 

Seventy  one  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955*  Ten  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  potted,  pickled  or 
preserved  foods,  61  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  Council  dealt  with 
complaints  of  unsound  pork,  foreign  body  in  toffee,  insect  in  cake, 
screw  in  pork  pie,  mould  in  butter  and  larva  in  chocolate.  In  each  case 
a  severe  warning  was  issued  to  the  manufacturer  or  retailer  concerned* 

There  are  191  food  premises  in  the  City  plus  a  minimum  of  a  hundred 
bed  and  breakfast  houses.  Two  hundred  and  nine  inspections  were  made  of 
food  premises  and  seventy  five  improvements  were  obtained. 
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The  premises  of  all  who  advertise  food  and  accommodation  in  the 
Official  Handbook  of  the  City  or  through  the  Enquiry  Bureau  are  inspected. 

An  exhibit  on  Food  Hygiene  was  placed  in  the  Catering  Exhibition  held 
in  the  City  Hall  in  February. 

(5)  Meat 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  one  private  slaughterhouse  and  three 
slaughtermen  are  licensed.  Four  thousand  and  seven  hundred  animals  were 
killed  and  inspected.  2,95*+  lbs.  of  diseased  meat  were  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouse,  216  lbs.  of  this  being  affected  by  tuberculosis.  In 
addition  29  sides  of  bacon,  2  forequarters  of  beef  and  2  cwt,  of  New 
Zealand  lamb  were  condemned  in  butcher's  shops. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Council  adopted  charges  for  meat  inspection. 

(6)  Number  by  Type  of  Food  Premises 


Grocers 

47 

Wholesale  warehouses 

3 

Mixed 

15 

Wines  and  Spirits 

4 

Confectioners 

12 

Fried  fish  shops 

7 

Sweets 

11 

Wet  fish  shops 

2 

Butchers 

14 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

13 

School  Canteens 

14 

Bakehouses 

1 

Factory  canteens 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

26 

Chemists 

6 

Hotels 

14 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  Truro  Water 
Company  was  generally  satisfactory.  Ninety  one  samples  were  taken  by  your 
Inspectors  and  one  hundred  and  six  by  the  Company.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
ninety  seven  samples  twenty  four  were  unsatisfactory.  Seventeen  of  the  one 
hundred  and  six  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company  were  of  water  going  into 
supply  after  treatment  and  fourteen  were  satisfactory,  two  doubtful  and 
one  unsatisfactory.  In  August  the  rate  of  sampling  was  stepped  up  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks  in  an  effort  to  find  the  reason  for  intermittant 
unsatisfactory  samples  in  one  area  of  the  City.  The  cause  was  traced  to  a 
double  air  valve  on  the  highest  point  of  the  pumping  main  which  had  become 
erratic  in  operation  and  sluggish  in  closing. 

The  water  is  not  plumbosolvent  and  a  PH  of  7*8  is  maintained  by  the 
addition  of  lime.  The  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  treated  water  from 
the  Tregurra  Pumping  Station  and  various  points  in  the  distribution  system 
were  satisfactory. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  1963 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

No.  killed 

698 

4 

93 

2574 

1331 

No.  inspected 

698 

4 

93 

2574 

1331 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

178 

2 

- 

102 

124 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  caroases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcase  of  which 

• 

some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Almost  all  the  houses  in  the  City  area  are  supplied  from  the  public 
mains.  The  exceptions  are  isolated  groups  of  houses  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  City  at  Scarcewater,  Three  Corners,  New  Mills  and  parts  of  Penweathers. 
Two  samples  of  private  supplies  were  taken.,  both  being  unsatisfactory. 

A  new  main  was  laid  to  Coosebean  during  the  year  after  the  City  Council 
had  guaranteed  the  cost. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


(1)  Camp  Sites 

One  large  site  of  80  residential  caravans  and  ten  individual  caravans 
were  licensed.  Whilst  caravans  can  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  housing  they 
cannot  be  regarded  as  permanent  homes  for  families  with  children.  Whilst 
newer  metal  caravans  of  large  size  provide  more  facilities  than  previously, 
the  older  hardboard  caravan  quickly  deteriorates  and  becomes  substandard 
housing  accommodation.  Two  caravans  on  the  licensed  site  were  condemned 
and  removed  during  the  year.  A  further  half  dozen  were  put  under  notice 
that  they  had  completed  their  useful  life. 

(2)  Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1965 

Your  Inspector  was  appointed  as  the  City  Council's  authorised  officer 
under  this  Aot.  Every  effort  was  made  to  persuade  firms  altering  or 
building  new  offices  to  conform  to  the  anticipated  standards  of  the  new  Act. 
It  is  certain  that  the  Department  will  not  be  able  to  carry  out  all  the 
inspections  necessary  under  the  Act  unless  an  Inspector  is  specially 
employed  for  this  work. 

(?)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Your  Inspector  was  appointed  as  the  appropriate  Officer  under  the 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963.  As  far  as  is  known  there  are  no 
such  establishments  in  the  City  area. 

(4)  Smoke  Control 


The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  not  to  adopt  the  Smoke  Control 
byelaw  and  to  wait  for  the  new  Building  Regulations.  As  the  black  areas 
in  the  more  densely  populated  areas  are  improved  by  Smokeless  zones  the 
evils  of  smoke  anrt  its  effects  on  the  respiratory  system  will  become  more 
apparent  in  those  area'-  which  ar<*  traditionally  thought  to  have  clean  air. 
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(5)  Provision  of  Convenier ces  for  the  Public  at  Refreshment  Houses 


The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  during  the  year  to  make  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Plans  Committee  regarding  the  provision  of  these  very 
necessary  conveniences  for  proposed  cafes  and  restaurants.  It  called  for 
a  report  on  existing  facilities. 

(6)  Mortuary  Arrangements 

The  Council  made  alternative  arrangements  with  a  local  undertaker 
for  the  reception  of  dead  bodies  awaiting  post  mortem  examination.  This 
arrangement  can,  at  best,  be  regarded  only  as  a  stop-gap  measure.  It  is 
inevitable  that  either  the  Council  will  have  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  Hospital  Board  to  use  the  mortuary  at  the  new  District  Hospital  when 
it  is  completed  or  else  build  a  municipal  mortuary. 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dwellinghouses  inspected  679 
Council  houses  inspected  291 
Visits  re  rehousing  477 
Visits  re  Public  Cleansing  432 
Visits  to  Clearance  Areas  9 
Public  Conveniences  inspected  92 
Visits  re  drainage  work  180 
Visits  re  rodent  &  pest  control  113 
Miscellaneous  inspections  10 
Sanitary  Accommodation  of 

Schools  inspected  2 
Visits  re  Mass  Radiography  21 
Offices  inspected  21 
Visits  re  Clean  Air  Act  3 


Food  premises  inspected  209 
Factories  inspected  43 
Visits  re  nuisances  45 
Cinemas  etc,  inspected  4 
Caravan  Sites  inspected  18 
Hackney  Carriages  inspected  37 
Shops  Act  inspections  23 
Visits  re  sinks  and 

internal  water  supplies  9 
Sanitary  Accommodation 

on  farms  inspected  1 
Enquiries  re  Improvements  245 
Visits  re  dangerous 

structures  9 


IMPROVEMENTS 

Housing 

Houses  disinfected  or  disinfested  4 


Roofs  repaired  42 
Gutters  and  fallpipes  repaired  36 
Doors  and  windows  repaired  90 
Chimneys,  firegrates  and 

flues  repaired  35 
Dampness  abated  50 
Walls  repaired  54 
Floors  repaired  25 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  10 
Other  defects  remedied  40 
Food  Stores  provided  24 

Food  Premises 

Wash  basins  or  sinks  provided  10 
Hot  water  supply  provided  5 
Weills,  floors  and  ceilings 

repaired  17 
Rooms  redecorated  11 
Water  closets  provided  or 

repaired  7 
Drainage  systems  provided  3 
Other  defects  remedied  13 
Premises  cleansed  9 


EFFECTED 


Rooms  decorated  76 
Dustbins  provided  42 
Closets  provided  or  repaired  23 
Choked  drains  cleared  35 
Drains  repaired  or  renewed  35 
Nuisances  abated  10 
Sinks  and  internal  water 

supplies  provided  15 
Houses  demolished  5 
Houses  connected  to  sewer  5 
Plaster  repaired  54 


Factories 

New  Closets  provided  11 

Other  defects  remedied  19 

Shops 

Defects  remedied  7 

Places  of  Entertainment 
Closets  repaired  2 

Other  defects  remedied  3 

Farms 

Water  closets  provided  1 

Schools 


Closets  repaired  or  provided  2 
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